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1. Call to Order:  
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members 
present:  Rex Zemke (virtually), Dan Mortensen, Katy Hale, Bill Schremp, Deb Ehster, 
Craig McEwen, and Village President George Peterson.  Also present: Chief of Police 
Jeremy Hunt, Fire Chief Rob Bowen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy 
Vergara, Treasurer Melanie Wiskow, Zoning Administrator Evan Garski, and 
Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:  
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:   
 
Thomas Jessup – 8005 Birch Street:  Mr. Jessup has multiple undeveloped 
properties in the Village and Mr. Jessup expressed his concerns of 2 properties that 
he owns and wants to know about selling the 2 parcels and if they can be developed 
into a residential home.   
 

4. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals:   
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned the Aquatic Center met to discuss the Fees for the 
pool and to be consistent with the Village’s Fee Schedule.  Mr. McEwen mentioned 
that he was informed the Pool is scheduled to be closed on Monday, July 4th and he is 
currently working with staff to open that day. 
 
Trustee Deb Ehster requested to schedule a Legislative Meeting in the future to 
discuss the Sex Offender Ordinance.   
 

5. Announcements and Statement from the Village Board:  None. 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):  
 
Trustee Deb Ehster mentioned that in the Village Board Meeting Minutes of June 13, 
2022, page 1, line item 3, that the name might be misspelled. 
 
Motioned by Hale/Ehster to Approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes of 
June 13, 2022 as Presented with the Misspell Correction Made if Needed. 
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

7. Clerk’s Report: 
 
Motioned by Schremp/McEwen to Approve the Applications, Licenses and 
Permits as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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8. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the 2023-2024 CIP Borrow: 
 
The Board discussed the 2023-2024 CIP Borrowing Scenarios in further detail with 
the office staff.  The Board is requesting that the department heads have their 
budget numbers ready to present by August 1, 2022.  The Board will review the 
budget numbers to determine if the Village can proceed forward with the 
borrowing. 
 
Scenario 1 is a 10-year borrowing plan in the amount of $1,920,000.00 and the 
funds would be utilized for road improvements. 
 
Scenario 2 is a 10-year borrowing plan in the amount of $3,050,000.00 and the 
funds would be utilized for road improvements along with the purchase of a fire 
truck. 
 
Scenario 3 is a 10-year and 15-year borrowing plan in the amount of $3,100,000.00 
and the funds would be utilized for 10-year $1,920,000.00 for road improvements 
and for 15-year $1,180,000.00 for the purchase of a fire truck. 
 
The Village of Rothschild and the City of Schofield met last week to discuss the 
borrowing plans along with the purchase of a fire truck.  The City of Schofield is 
prepared to move forward with the purchase of the fire truck. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Ehster to Approve the 2023-2024 CIP Borrow Scenario 3 
in the Amount of $3,100,000.00.  Roll call vote: Dan Mortensen – Aye; Katy 
Hale – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Deb 
Ehster – Aye; and Village President George Peterson - Aye.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

9. Approval to Rezone the Proposed Property at 10201 Park Plaza PIN # 176-2807-
354-1007 from Light Industrial District (I-1) to Commercial District (C-2):  
 
Mr. Garski explained that this lot is proposed to be rezoned from Light Industrial 
District (I-1) to Commercial District (C-2).  The current zoning of the lot is I-1 Light 
Industrial District, although it was believed to be C-2 Commercial District on all past 
zonings and incorrectly mapped.  The site will remain a gas station and will meet the 
C-2 conditional use of: “fuel sales.”  A conditional use for the gas station was already 
approved in the past and a new set of maintenance conditions are currently being 
worked on.  The lot is 1.26 acres (54,885.6 square feet) in size, exceeding the 
minimum required area of land in the C-2 zoning classification of 7,800 square feet.  
The entire lot has frontage on a public street right-of-way, exceeding the minimum 
required frontage in the C-2 zoning classification of 100 feet.  There are no issues 
with the front yard setbacks of 25 feet for buildings or 15 feet for parking lots.  
There are no issues with the interior side yard setback of 15 feet.   
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There are no issues with the rear yard setback of 25 feet.  This parcel is shown on 
the Village’s 1998 Zoning Map as being zoned as I-1.  Mr. Garski was not aware of 
any instance after 1998 where it would have been rezoned to C-2.  As mentioned at 
previous meetings, although such use is permitted in the I-1 district, ideally the 
Village would prefer not to have a gas station zoned as industrial while being 
located in the Wellhead Protection Overlay District.  By rezoning to C-2 and allowing 
the gas station to operate under a conditional use of the district, the Village can 
place conditions on the use of the gas station to help prevent and monitor potential 
fuel leaks into the soil and groundwater.  The rezoning of this lot to C-2 is consistent 
with surrounding land uses with them all being commercial.  The rezoning of this lot 
also aligns with the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  This lot is Commercial on the 
Future Land Use Map in the Comprehensive Plan, with C-2 certainly falling into the 
Commercial category.  Mr. Garski recommends approval of the rezone from I-1 to C-
2 for the parcel located at 10201 Park Plaza.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Hale to Approve the Rezone of the Proposed Property 
at 10201 Park Plaza from Light Industrial District to Commercial District as 
Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

10. WisDOT Quit Claim CSM: 
 
Mr. Garski explained the purpose of the Certified Survey Map (CSM) Application is to 
convey a portion of the WisDOT right-of-way to the Village of Rothschild.  Once 
approved, the WisDOT will convey this new parcel by Quit Claim Deed.  This newly 
created parcel is intended to become the location of the Village’s new water tower.  
Currently, this piece of land does not have a zoning designation since it is part of the 
WisDOT right-of-way.  Because of this, once it is conveyed to the Village, it will 
default back to the zoning of the surrounding land.  The zoning of the surrounding 
land is PUD, and it cannot be added as part of the existing PUD.  It then would 
default back to the underlying zoning, which is R-1.  It can be rezoned at a later date 
for its proposed use.  The new lot would be 0.579 acres in size, exceeding the 
minimum required area in the R-1 zoning classification of 7,200 square feet.  The 
new lot would be 106 feet wide on the west side, exceeding the minimum lot width 
of 60 feet.  Based on the above information, Mr. Garski recommends approval of the 
CSM for the WisDOT. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Approve the WisDOT Quit Claim CSM as 
Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VILLAGE OF ROTHSCHILD 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
June 27, 2022 

 
Accepted: July 11, 2022 

 4 

 

11. 27 Brown Boulevard Site Plan: 
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that the Village has received a Site Plan Application from 
Emily Ohlrich for the two parcels.  She is proposing to renovate the former credit 
union into a new bar with an outdoor beer garden.  Both lots are zoned C-2U.  The 
proposed use meets the C-2U permitted use of: “restaurants and taverns.”  Most of 
the setback requirements with the building do not meet the minimum requirements, 
making it a nonconforming structure.  However, all proposed additions to the site 
conform to the established building setback lines, as permitted by Ordinance § 590-
130.  The west lot is approximately 23,999 square feet in area, exceeding the C-2U 
minimum requirement of 6,500 square feet.  The east lot is approximately 12,082 
square feet, exceeding the C-2U minimum requirement of 6,500 square feet.  The 
west lot has approximately 300 feet of frontage on a public street right-of-way, 
exceeding the minimum requirement of 50 feet.  The east lot has approximately 310 
feet of frontage on a public street right-of-way, exceeding the minimum requirement 
of 50 feet.  The building will remain the same height, under the maximum allowed 
height of 45 feet.  The driveway access and approach from Brown Boulevard is 
proposed to be closed off and replaced with curb and gutter to match the rest of the 
street.  Closing off this access is proposed due to safety reasons.  Being that this is 
proposed to be the new beer garden, traffic will not be able to drive through this 
area.  A proposal will be brought to the Board to have the Village pay for the costs to 
construct the curb and gutter in this area.  If approved, a fence will be placed in this 
area as well as an extra safety measure and for the enjoyment and privacy of the 
customers.  If approved, closing off this entrance will likely create 3 new parking 
spaces on Brown Boulevard where the entrance is currently.  South of the drive-thru 
overhang area, a revised parking lot is proposed.  There will be a fence that 
separates the outdoor beer garden from the new parking lot area.  A total of 10 new 
parking spaces are proposed, each being 10 feet by 18 feet – thus meeting the 
minimum requirement of 180 square feet.  This new parking lot will only be 
accessible from the alleyway, not from the Brown Boulevard entrance, as this is 
proposed to be the new outdoor beer garden area.  The other 3 parking areas will 
remain as-is and customers will be allowed to park in these lots as over-flow 
parking.  Additional parking will also be available on Brown Boulevard.  The new 
beer garden area is proposed to be in the old drive-thru area, located on the north 
side of the west lot.  A large majority of this area is proposed to be seating, with 
tables being placed over the drive-thru tube structures and concrete.  At times, a 
food truck will be available for customers to purchase food in the northwest corner 
of the west lot.  There will only be one food truck here at any one time.  Two large 
gates will separate the beer garden from the new parking lot at the south.  Food 
trucks and deliveries will access the beer garden area from the alleyway and pass 
through the 2 large gates.   
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Currently, approximately 10% of the west lot is green space, meeting the C-2U 
minimum requirement of 10%.  Approximately 22% of the east lot is proposed to be 
green space, exceeding the C-2U minimum requirement of 10%.  There currently is a 
landscape island that separates the 2 parking lots on the west lot.  There is a small 
portion on the north side of this landscape island that is proposed to be mulched. 
Otherwise, most of this landscape island is proposed to be a grass area.  Additional 
landscaping of some type of flowers/shrubs may occur to the outside of the 
proposed fence along Brown Boulevard in a newly created 4-foot landscape 
greenspace.  Additional upgrades to the landscaping may occur on the east lot; the 
area of landscaping will remain the same. 
 
Mr. Garski’s recommendations and comments are listed as follows:  

• It is important to note that the Post Office will remain in operation and 
should be unaffected by this proposal. 

• Also, important to note that this is proposed to be a “kid-friendly” and a “dog-
friendly” type of establishment.  There will be, at times, some games set up in 
the beer garden for customers to use (beanbag toss for example). 

• The building structure itself will remain unchanged at this time, with the 
exception of putting in a new door to access the beer garden. 

• Chief Hunt approves of the Site Plan proposal. 
• It is recommended the Board approve the removal of the Brown Boulevard 

entrance and replace with vertical faced curb & gutter and sidewalk, with the 
Village being responsible for costs.  This will be brought forward for approval 
at the Board meeting as a separate agenda item. 

• If the curb and gutter is not approved by the Board to be paid for by the 
Village, we recommend that the owner is responsible for costs associated 
with this and to continue with plans to have this constructed. 

Mr. Garski recommends approval, subject to the recommendation of curb and gutter 
to replace the entrance of off Brown Boulevard. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Hale to Approve the 27 Brown Boulevard Site Plan as 
Presented, and to Approve the Curb/Gutter and Sidewalk Construction with 
the Construction Conducted on the Village’s expense.  Questioned and carried 
6:1 (Ehster). 
 

12. Brown Boulevard Curb/Gutter and Sidewalk Replacement Utilizing TIF #2 Funds: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that this agenda item is directly related to the 27 Brown 
Boulevard Site Plan and proposed new business on Brown Boulevard.  Initially the 
new owner had discussed applying for a façade loan through TIF #2 with Gary and 
me.  Since they are not doing facade updates, the loan is not applicable in this case.   
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To help with the new business, Mr. Vergara is proposing that the Village assist, 
alternatively (in this situation), by utilizing the DPW crews and TIF funding to 
remove the drive approach and driveway sidewalk; then contract with S.D. 
Ellenbecher for its replacement but with vertical faced curb/gutter and new 
walkway.  This work effectively removes the drive approach as described in the site 
plan review.  The  proposal for the work from S.D. Ellenbecher is $4,280.00 and 
would be funded by TIF #2 dollars.  The developer is a small business with a limited 
budget and is proposing to use a vacant building in the Village on our downtown 
district.  This is a very budget friendly approach by the Village that will assist a 
needed development in the Village and add more on street parking that has been 
described as a need by surrounding businesses.  TIF #2 had a fund balance of 
$212,270.15 at the end of 2021.  Mr. Vergara is requesting that the Village allow TIF 
#2 funds for the sidewalk and curb/gutter replacement for business development at 
27 Brown Boulevard.   
 
Motioned by Hale/McEwen to Approve the Brown Boulevard Curb/Gutter and 
Sidewalk Replacement Utilizing TIF #2 Funds as Requested.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

13. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 
Electric Overhead and Underground Easement: 
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that Wisconsin Public Service is requesting an easement for 
electric utilities on Village property located at 1126 W. Grand Avenue.  The main use 
of the easement is for the installation of guy wires, along with other overhead and 
underground electric utilities, but directly adjacent to the right-of-way.  The 
dimensions of the easement will not be known until after the facilities are installed.  
This will prevent WPS from getting an easement that covers more area that what is 
needed.  A revised, final exhibit with exact dimensions will be presented at a later 
date.  Mr. Garski recommends approval of the temporary electric easement for 
Wisconsin Public Service as presented above. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Hale to Approve the Wisconsin Public Service 
Corporation Electric Overhead and Underground Easement as Presented.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

14. Agreement between the Village of Rothschild and Village of Weston Regarding the 
Weston Avenue Reconstruction: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the draft agreement between the Village of Rothschild and 
Village of Weston for the reconstruction of Weston Avenue from Birch Street to 
Alderson Street.  The agreement is the basis for the “joint” project between the two 
communities.  President Peterson and Mr. Vergara felt the agreement was very 
straight forward and fair to both communities.   
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The agreement outlines several important subject areas below.  
• It shall be completed by the end of 2024.  That matches the Village’s 

borrowing strategy as has been presented to the Board. 
• The #2 does not include the Construction Administration costs.  All 

engineering costs are allocated appropriately (i.e. water versus street by 
percentage). 

• This project does include some amount of real estate and easement 
acquisition (for both parties). 

• Weston is the administrator of the project.  
• The WisDOT LRIP funds for the project of $733,463.03 will be split 50/50 

between each community that is applicable to streets/trails. 
Mr. Vergara is requesting approval of the Agreement between the Village of 
Rothschild and Village of Weston for the Weston Avenue Reconstruction Project 
slated for construction in 2024. 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that the proposed design does have a single lane round-
about.  Mr. Zemke mentioned when the proposal was presented to the Board in a 
past meeting, the Board was not in favor of the round-about at that time.  Mr. Zemke 
also mentioned his concern with buses and emergency services being able to 
navigate through a small round-about.  Mr. McEwen mentioned a round-about is 
safer than a 4-way intersection due to broad sides angles when crossing.  Mr. 
McEwen also mentioned that the intersection will in fact need to be big enough for 
all emergency services to transport when necessary. 
 
The Board is requesting the agreement be reviewed and approved by the Village 
attorney prior to final approval. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Agreement between the 
Village of Rothschild and Village of Weston Regarding the Weston Avenue 
Reconstruction Contingent Upon the Village Attorney’s Approval.  Questioned 
and carried 7:0. 
 

15. Christmas in July Proclamation, July 23, 2022: 
 
President Peterson and Ms. Felkner explained the proclamation proclaiming July 23, 
2022 as Christmas in July.  Greg Cemke, a Rothschild resident, organizes a Christmas 
in July Charity that he does for the kids at Marshfield Clinic.  During this event, Mr. 
Cemke is Santa Claus, and he travels via motorcycle to the clinic.  The motorcycle 
ride starts at Harley Davidson in Rothschild and ends at Marshfield Clinic in 
Marshfield.  This is the fourth year the Village has helped promote this event. 
 
Motioned by Hale/McEwen to Approve the Christmas in July Proclamation on 
July 23, 2022 as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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16. Resolution 2022-5: Resolution of disallowance of Claim Filed Against the Village of 
Rothschild: 
 
President Peterson explained the resolution disallowing a claim filed against the 
Village by Hooshang Zeyghami.  The claim is regarding vehicle damage allegedly 
caused by a pothole on Alderson Street.  The claim was submitted to the Village’s 
insurance carrier, and it is their recommendation to disallow the claim.  It is 
recommended that the Board follow the recommendation from the insurance.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Hale to Approve Resolution 2022-5: Resolution of 
Disallowance of Claim Filed Against the Village of Rothschild as Recommended 
by the Insurance.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

17. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the 2022 Fee Schedule Revision: 
 
Trustee McEwen and Ms. Felkner explained the Fee Schedule revisions to the Board.  
The Aquatic Center items were discussed by the Aquatic Center Commission and 
approved the fees to be consistent.  The Water and Sewer Rates will be updated as a 
result of the Simplified Rate Increase that was approved by the Water Utility 
Commission. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/McEwen to Approve the 2022 Fee Schedule Revisions 
as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

18. Adjourn:  
 
Motion by McEwen/Schremp to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0. Meeting 
Adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC  
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


