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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Deb Ehster, Dan Mortensen, Bill Schremp, Rex Zemke, Paul Kennedy, Craig 
McEwen, and Village President George Peterson.  Also, present: Administrator Gary 
Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, Zoning Administrator Evan 
Garski, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:   
 
Ryan Milbeck – 307 Weston Ave: - Mr. Milbeck wanted to address the Board to 
take a stand for their residents and help fight against the wrong doings Marathon 
County Judges have done to the citizens. 
 
Mr. Milbeck also addressed his frustration with the Water Utility delinquent steps 
that have been taken over the past few quarters. 
 
Jennifer Aarestad – 18 Winton Ave: - Ms. Aarestad mentioned that she is the new 
Board Supervisor for Districts 1, 2, 3, and 4.   
 

4. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals:   
 
Mr. Zemke mentioned that the Outdoor Recreation Plan Committee met to conduct 
interviews for citizen members.  This will be on a future Board meeting for approval. 
 
Mr. McEwen mentioned that the Aquatic Center will be closing on August 22nd at 
5:00 p.m. due to staffing. 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that the August 23rd Board Meeting may be cancelled due to 
lack of Agenda items.  Mr. Olsen will inform the Board if this changes. 
 

5. Announcements and Statement from the Village Board:  None. 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Mr. Zemke mentioned that on the Village Board Meeting Minutes, Agenda 5 is 
missing comments/questions that were addressed by Mr. Zemke. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Zemke to Approve the Planning & Zoning Meeting 
Minutes of July 26, 2021, the Village Board Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2021 
with the Changes Noted Above, and the Tourism Meeting Minutes of July 28, 
2021 as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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7. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his Department. 

• This week begins the second week of training with Katie the new K-9.  Officer 
Nathan Dobeck is Katie’s handler.  The other officers are applying to become 
Forest’s owner. 
 

8. Fire/EMS Report: 
 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his Department. 

• There were 104 calls for the month of July 2021.  87 calls were medical and 
17 were fire. 

• The new building is progressing. 
• Chief Bowen is requesting a Fire District Board Meeting. 

 
9. Krueger Site Plan Application: 

 
Mr. Garski explained that Krueger Wholesale is proposing to expand the parking lot 
area for semi parking and unloading.  The site is zoned I-1 Light Industrial.  The 
proposed parking/unloading use meets the permitted use of: “Transportation 
terminal.”  It appears the proposed asphalt area abuts the front yard property line.  
The Village requires a setback of 25 feet to the property line for I-1 districts.  The 
building that was previously here had a setback of 25 feet, and the parking area will 
need to be the same.  The asphalt parking area is proposed to be expanded to create 
one large parking area.  The proposed asphalt area will be approximately 45,067 
square feet.  The existing fence is proposed to be removed. 
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that 15 parking stalls are proposed to be painted along the 
south side of the proposed asphalt area.  Please note that the 10 parking stalls on 
the west side of the proposed asphalt area on the site plan are no longer planned to 
be added.  A gravel area is proposed to replace an area that is currently grass, just to 
the south of the proposed asphalt area.  The semis will back the trailers onto the 
gravel area and the semi-tractor will be on the asphalt pavement.  Electrical 
hookups are proposed to be added at every other stall. 
 
Mr. Garski explained that the Village requires concrete curbing within off-street 
parking areas to fully separate all required landscaped areas from the parking lot.  
Properties to the north are following this ordinance.  2 light poles are proposed to 
be added to the gravel area to the south of the parking area.  Each light pole will 
contain 3 lights.  3 wall packs are also proposed to be added to the property.  One is 
proposed to be added to the side of the building on the west side of the property.  2 
are proposed to be added to the building on the east side of the property.  It appears 
there is 0.01-0.02 foot-candles of light at the property line.  We would like to see 
that number at 0.0 at the property line.  No issues with the erosion control and 
grading plans. 
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Mr. Garski mentioned that previously this site had a building on it, then went to 
mostly a greenspace area, to now a proposed parking area.  There are no 
stormwater or post-construction plans for this redevelopment.  The Village requires 
BMPs to be employed to maintain or reduce the peak runoff discharge rates.  With 
this redevelopment, we would like to see a stormwater basin added preferably to 
the front yard setback area. 
 
Chief Bowen does not see any issues from a fire and EMS response perspective. 
Chief Hunt approves of the plan. 
 
In summary, Mr. Garski recommends approval of the Krueger Wholesale Florist Inc. 
Site Plan as applied for and presented above, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The front yard must have a setback of at least 25 feet. 
2. Curb & gutter must be added along the north parking lot perimeter. 
3. Lighting is 0.0 foot-candles at property line. 
4. Submittal and review of a stormwater plan/agreement with a detention 

basin preferably in the front yard setback area. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Mortensen to Approve the Krueger Site Plan Application 
Subject to the Conditions of the 25 Foot Setback, Stormwater Management 
Agreement Signed, Curb & Gutter Added along the North Parking Lot 
Perimeter, and Detention Basin Located in the Front Yard Setback Area.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

10. Discussion to Rezone the Proposed Property on 1480 County Road XX, PIN # 176-
2807-354-1001 from Business and Office District (C-3) to Urban Commercial 
District (C-2U): 
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that the lot is proposed to be rezoned from Business and 
Office District (C-3) to Urban Commercial District (C-2U).  The current zoning of the 
lot is C-3 Business and Office District.  The lot is proposed to be rezoned to C-2U.  
Caravel Autism Health is the new tenant moving into the building.  They provide 
“service to children diagnosed with autism and related developmental disabilities 
and their families to develop skills, create connections and instill confidence.”  The 
proposed use meets the C-2U permitted use of: “Community customer service 
establishments, such as, but not limited to Business, professional, public service, and 
banking.  Private clubs and lodges.  The rezoning of this property to C-2U will not 
affect the other tenant on this property, WPS Health Solutions.  They would still 
meet the permitted uses of: “Community customer service establishments, such as, 
but not limited to, Business, professional, public service, and banking, and “Offices.”  
The main reason they are looking to rezone this property is to construct an outdoor 
play area in the northeast portion of the property.  With the current zoning, the 
proposed area of the play area did not meet the rear yard setback requirements of 
25 feet for C-3 lots.  By rezoning to C-2U, the play area would only need a rear yard 
setback of 2 feet and could remain in the proposed area without any major changes 
required to be made.  
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Mr. Garski explained the lot consists of 116,604.68 square feet, exceeding the 
minimum required area in the C-2U zoning classification of 6,500 square feet.  The 
lot has approximately 188 feet of frontage on a public street right-of-way, exceeding 
the minimum required frontage in the C-2U zoning classification of 50 feet.  There 
are no issues with front yard setbacks of 5 feet with the structures or 10 feet with 
the parking lot to the adjacent property lines.  There are no issues with interior side 
yard setbacks of 5 feet with the structures or the parking areas to the adjacent 
property lines.  There are no issues with the rear yard setbacks of 2 feet with the 
structures or the parking areas. 
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that the majority of the surrounding area is zoned C-2.  A 
rezone to C-2U would not be a drastic change.  Many of the same types of uses are 
permitted throughout all the commercial-zoned districts.  The proposed use of 
Caravel Autism Health would fall under C-3 permitted uses; however as mentioned 
above, the main reason they are requesting to rezone to C-2U is to allow relaxation 
of the setback requirements to construct a play area.  The rezoning of this parcel to 
C-2U certainly aligns with the Comprehensive Plan.  This parcel is shown as 
Commercial.  Based on the above information, Mr. Garski recommends approval of 
the rezone from C-3 to C-2U for the parcel as applied for. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Rezone of the Proposed 
Property on 1480 County Road XX, PIN # 176-2807-354-1001 from Business 
and Office District (C-3) to Urban Commercial District (C-2U).  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

11. Caravel Autism Health Site Plan Application:  
 
Mr. Garski mentioned that the site plan application is proposed to be the new 
outdoor play area for Caravel Autism Health.  The lot is proposed and approved to 
be rezoned to C-2U.  Caravel Autism Health is a new tenant moving into the building.  
They provide “service to children diagnosed with autism and related developmental 
disabilities and their families to develop skills, create connections and instill 
confidence.”   
 
Mr. Garski mentioned this is the only exterior change proposed on the property.  An 
outdoor play area is proposed to replace a portion of the parking lot on the 
northeast part of the property.  This will consist of playground equipment and a 
fence.  No changes are proposed to the existing lighting.  No changes are proposed to 
the existing landscaping.  There are no issues with the Drainage & Erosion Control.  
No adjustments are being made to the existing utilities. 
 
Chief Bowen and Chief Hunt have no objections to the proposed plan. 
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In summary, Mr. Garski recommends approval of the Caravel Autism Health Site 
Plan, subject to the following conditions: 

1. There is some type of separation (vertically faced curb, parking curbs, 
bollards, landscaping or green-space buffer) between the parking lot and the 
proposed play area. 

2. Approval from the property owner of the outdoor play area and parking area 
for the building and other tenants of the building. 

 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Approve the Caravel Autism Health Site Plan 
Application Subject to the Conditions of a Suitable Barrier from the 
Playground to the Parking Lot and an Approval by the Property Owner.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

12. Review of Summer Work Hours: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained at the April 26th Board meeting, the Board approved summer 
work hours as follows: 
 
The Village Hall and Circuit Court will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.  Employees will take a half hour unpaid lunch and work nine (9) 
hours a day during these days.  The Village Hall will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. on Friday.  During holiday weeks, the hours for Friday will be 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.  The Village Administrator has the authority to schedule employee’s time 
during these operating hours as needed to cover the phones and walk in traffic. 
 
The normal work hours for DPW, including water utility employees, shall be nine 
(9) hours per day, Monday through Thursday, 6:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Friday, 6:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  During holiday weeks, the hours for Friday will be 6:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  Staffing needs and operational demands may necessitate variations in 
starting and ending times, as well as variations in the total hours that may be 
scheduled each day and/or week. Best efforts will be made to notice the 
employee(s) as far in advance as possible. 
 
The Police Department was not included in this change. 
 
When these hours were approved, Mr. Olsen said he would report back to the Board 
so a determination could be made as to if this schedule would continue for next 
year.  The employees like the summer work schedule and it was a very good selling 
point during the interviews for the Truck Driver/Laborer positions.  The employees 
also feel that they can get more done in a day having that extra hour Monday 
through Thursday.  We would like to request that the summer hours continue 
through September and that the Board consider allowing the summer hours in 2022 
to be from May to September. 
 
The Board Agreed to Leave the Summer Hours as is for 2021 with the Summer 
Hours Ending on September 3rd and will review Hours for 2022 in November 
or December.  No Action Taken. 
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13. Approval of the Capital Improvement Plan (Non-Roads): 

 
Mr. Olsen explained the 2022 to 2030 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to the Board.  
This was completed by the Department Heads.  If the Board approves the plan, then 
the 2022 purchases would be added to the 2022 budget. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Capital Improvement Plan 
(Non-Roads) as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

14. Resolution 2021-5 Authorizing Execution of the Department of Natural Resources 
Principal Forgiven Financial Assistance Agreement: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the proposed resolution is a part of the Lead Service Lateral 
Replacement Grant Program currently be utilized by the Village as Project B for both 
ongoing projects.  As described from the WDNR, this resolution is required to be 
approved which is then followed up by the Financial Assistance Agreement.  
Currently the WDNR is compiling the necessary approvals on their behalf before it 
gets finalized and sent to the Village. 
 
Mr. Vergara is requesting approval of Resolution 2021-05 as part of the Lead Service 
Lateral Replacement Grant Program. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve Resolution 2021-05 Authorizing 
Execution of the Department of Natural Resources Principal Forgiven 
Financial Assistance Agreement as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

15. Set Levy Increase for 2022: 
 
Per the Village’s Budgeting Policy, the Board sets the amount of levy increase for 
budgeting purposes.  Mr. Olsen is recommending that the levy not increase over 3%. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/McEwen to Set the Levy Increase for 2022 and to Not 
Increase Over 3%.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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16. Consideration of Motion to Adjourn to Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin 
Statutes Section 19.85 (1)(c) Considering Employment, Promotion, Compensation 
or Performance Evaluation Data of any Public Employee over which the 
Governmental Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility, to Discuss COLA 
and Salary Amounts for Village Staff for 2021: 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Ehster to Adjourn to Closed Session at 7:27 p.m.  
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Section 19.85 (1)(c) Considering Employment, 
Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation Data of any Public 
Employee over which the Governmental Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises 
Responsibility, to Discuss COLA and Salary Amounts for Village Staff for 2021.  
Roll call vote:  Paul Kennedy – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; Craig 
McEwen – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; and Village President 
George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

17. Motion to Reconvene into Open Session and take Action Regarding Items Discussed 
in Closed Session: 
 
Motioned by Kennedy/McEwen to Reconvene into Open Session.  Questioned 
and carried 7:0. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Mortensen to Approve the % Salary Amount for Village 
Staff for 2021 as Discussed in Closed Session.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

18. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Mortensen to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 
 


